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WHAT OUR COMMUNITY HAD TO SAY



Community 
Engagement
Sessions

The Community Engagement sessions were 
well attended

Six (6) virtual sessions were held over the 
months of November and December

47 unique community members participated

In addition to the sessions, a survey was widely 
distributed among community members



Discussion Questions/Comments/Ideas

• How do we encourage more participation from men?
The majority of our survey and engagement session participants were 

women

• Next steps include a more thorough review of these 
crossovers and looking for knowledge sharing 
opportunities to help organizations that are struggling 
to transition more of their services to online

It should be noted that there was some crossover between organizations in 
the services that they have and have not been able to transition to online

• At what stage do we share? Do we share these results 
now?

• Do we wait until we have a solid draft of where future 
programming will go?

What is the best way to share this information back with the community?  
Best practice says that survey results should be shared with participants so 

that they know that their time and feedback is valued

How can we use this information for future programming?

How can we adapt this survey for youth?  



217 Responses in which 37 Distinct 
Nations/Communities were identified

*Beausoleil First Nation includes Christian 
Island, Chimnissing, Gchimnissing

*Other – 35 Nations/Communities had less 
than 5 participants (a complete list of all 
identified communities/nations can be seen on 
the following slide)

Anishinaabe, 8, 4%

Beausolei FN, 87, 40%

Other , 51, 23%

Chippewas of Georgina 
Island, 9, 4%

Rama FN , 49, 23%

Region 7, Georgian Bay, 13, 6%

217 Participants Self-Identified with the Following 
Nation and/or Community



Community Engagement Survey Results
324 Surveys were completed

34 Questions

The following are the survey results, which have been 
sorted by survey section:
❖Demographics
❖Provider responses
❖Life Promotion
❖Follow-up Questions



Demographics

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT SURVEY









Life Promotion
COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT 
SURVEY







WHAT ARE THESE INDIVIDUALS DOING TO PROMOTE LIFE 
AND WHAT ROLES DO THEY HAVE WITHIN THE 
COMMUNITY? The response was overwhelming.  Below is a 
sampling of the responses:









HOW HAS YOUR HEALTH AND WELLNESS BEEN 
IMPACTED DURING THE PANDEMIC?









HAVE YOUR RESPONSIBILITIES INCREASED DURING THE 
PANDEMIC?

35 Respondents chose to provide additional details.  These were a few:

❖ After it is all over, it will be a time for reflection

❖ A lot of extra work, virtual schooling, virtual meetings, etc.

❖ Crisis support

❖ Had to lay people off and pick up the slack

❖ It’s like working two jobs, the job you get paid for and the job you don't as 
personal support for family which could easily be a full-time job

❖ Caring for Indigenous Elders living in urban settings (grocery shopping, 
filling out Indian Day School application, paying bills online, and just 
visiting because they are lonely

❖ Caring for grandkids to help out the parents

❖ My responsibility at home making sure my sick mom is always careful and 
making sure her house is always clean and sanitized always, getting her 
groceries and cleaning them for her, driving her around. And at work with 
my clients, I got a separate phone for them to call as a crisis line and 
making sure I check up with them more.

Personal: Family 
obligations, educating 

children at home, caring 
for family, etc., 167

Community: Caring for 
neighbors, supporting 
others who are at high 

risk or experiencing 
isolation, etc., 90

Professional: Increased 
workload, loss of staff, 
loss of support etc., 109

Increased Responsibilities
213 Responses



WHAT STRENGTHS AND RESOURCES HELP YOU LOOK TO THE FUTURE WITH 
HOPE?

0 50 100 150 200

Services being offered virtually to
minimize risk

Community connections

Virtual Connections i.e. Zoom, Facebook,
etc.

Traditional
Knowledge/Culture/Religion/Spiritual

Family and Friends

97

105

133

153

191

Strengths & Resources that help you look to 
the future with hope

228 Responses

The responses to “what else would you find helpful at this 
time” were varied and included:

❖ Access to land based medicines to continue our daily 
smudges and family cleansing me

❖ An outdoor gathering or social
❖ Community dinner
❖ Ability to connect virtually with friends and family
❖ Downsized work weeks – no breaks when working from 

home
❖ Food security
❖ Financial support
❖ Hobbies/crafts
❖ In person Ceremony with social distancing measures 

STRICTLY adhered to. NO sharing pipes, cups, etc.
❖ More community engagement
❖ Supplies
❖ Traditional mental health counselling
❖ Virtual AA and NA availability that actually work
❖ Visitors!
❖ Regular interactions with Elders
❖ More Elder stories as we move into the winters





Providers

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT SURVEY



128 Survey Participants (40%) Self-identified as Providers
However, as shown below, not all 128 participants responded to 

each of the follow-up survey questions



















Follow-up Questions

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT SURVEY





Do you have any 
suggestions of activities, 
teachings or topics to be 
included in a life-promotion 
training within our region?



How we have responded…

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT SURVEY



Gathering Our Bundles
Life Promotion Initiatives

Introducing:



• We will be offering 1:1 peer support in the way 
of cultural knowledge, teachings and 
awareness for persons looking for that kind of 
support.

• Although basic supports are not within the 
capacity of the regional team or with regards to 
funding, we are hopeful that now that the need 
has been realized, other community programs 
and organizations will support that work as 
needed.

• Regarding community members accessing our 
programing that may need alternative options 
of care, such as health, mental wellness 
supports, Indigenous Healers, etc., the team 
will be developing referral processes within the 
Mamaway PHC team and other organizations.

Gathering Our Bundles:  Life 
Promotion Initiatives, the 
Regional Feather Carriers 

network continues to work 
closely with Mamaway to 
provide wrap around care 
for the communities we 

serve.



Over the course 
of the winter 
months, the 

following online 
cultural 

programs and 
workshops have 

been offered:

Bundle Workshops

Miikaans Teaching Workshops

Feather Carriers Cohorts 9 & 10 have started

Eagle Staff Feast

Feather case workshops

Youth Inspiring Messages of Hope Videos



What we have planned for the coming year…

Gathering our Bundles 

(8-week program)

2 cohorts per quarter

• Building our Bundles 
Teachings

• Equine Therapy

• Land-based Teachings

• 7 Grandfather Teachings

• Miikaans Teaching 
Workshops

Community Workshops 
(Family/Individual/Youth)

• Traditional Ceremony 
Teachings

• Feather Cases

• Bundle Blankets

• Miikaans Teachings

• Drum Bags

• Regalia

Quarterly Socials

• Land-based Activities

• Program Graduations

Feather Carriers

• Cohort 9 and 10

• Completing Cohort 8

• Completion of 2 
Ozhiitaajig Trainings



Questions? 


